
 
 

 

 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING  

held on Monday 28th September 2020 at 7.43pm 
This meeting was held virtually via Zoom Video Conferencing. 

 
Present – Committee Members-  
Councillors: Barry Bond, Mike Davies (Vice-Chairman), Dan Kinsey, Vince Merrick, John Pike, Mary Roberts 
(Chairman), Daisy Tait, Reg Williams. 
 
Present – Non Committee Members- 
Councillor(s): Claire McIlvenna, Vince Merrick  
 
Clerk: Rachael Wright 
 
32/20 – Apologies  
Apologies were received from Councillors Alan Hinton and Ken Upton.   
 
33/20 – Declarations of Interest 
Councillor Mary Roberts asked for it to be noted that she was a member of Wombourne BKV Committee and 
Wombourne Carnival Committee, and Councillor Dan Kinsey asked for it be noted he was a member of 
Wombourne BKV Committee.  
 
34/20 – Matters arising from 20th July 2020 
21/20- It was RESOVLED to carry forward the Mary Bond Award to the next meeting. 
21/20 – It was RESOLVED to not present a Joan Williams Award for 2019 and for the Clerk to write to the 
residents who nominated someone to provide them with the update.   
 
35/20 – Electricity contract 
The Clerk explained whilst the summary report showed the costs going up, the expenditure would be lower this 
year due to the installation of LED lighting and the fact that the Civic Centre wasn’t being used as frequently as 
normal.  
Councillor Dan Kinsey proposed British Gas be appointed for the 1-year contract, Councillor Mike Davies 
seconded the proposal and all members were in favour.  
It was RESOLVED to appoint British Gas on a 1-year contract.  
 
36/20 – Christmas Lights Switch On 2020 

a) Members accepted an event to switch on the lights would not be going ahead due to the current 
restrictions on crowds gathering. Councillor Mary Roberts advised Members the Community Assistance 
Group had suggested asking residents to have a stay at home event similar to VE Day and the Carnival 
and were proposing that residents switch their lights on the same date and time across the village. 
Members agreed the Parish Council would support this idea. It was agreed that Councillor Dan Kinsey 
could perhaps film the lights being switched on to publish on the social media pages and whilst Members 
thought the sentiment of the Rotary Santa and Sleigh visiting the village was a good one, it would be 
irresponsible to attract crowds to it. 
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b) It has been explored about the schools pre-recording a video to put out, however, there was still a 
restriction on singing so this would not be possible.  

c) It was noted there would be no firework display as it was removed from the revised COVID-19 budget.  
 
37/20 – Winter plants  
It was noted BKV had done a fantastic job in recruiting volunteers to adopt most of the planters in the village.  
 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would plant up the planters and beds at the Civic Centre for the winter, 
but that the already adopted planters could remain adopted until next year.  
 
38/20 – Policies   

a) Reserves policy – it was RESOLVED that the policy be amended to agree 6 months’ precept should be 
kept a minimum for general reserves and that the policy should be reviewed annually.  

b) Training and Development Policy – it was RESOLVED that the policy be adopted in its current format.  
c) Document Retention Policy – it was RESOLVED that the policy be adopted in its current format.  

 
39/20 – S106 wish list 
Councillor Dan Kinsey explained he had asked for this to be added to the agenda as he thought it would be 
useful to have a list of items that would benefit the local community already drawn up, so that if asked by 
developers there was a list available to provide to them.  
Members agreed this was worth exploring and should be carried forward to another meeting. In the meantime, 
the Clerk agreed to make a note on the budget spreadsheet of the 106 monies that were due to be received 
from the District Council.  
 
40/20 – Neighbourhood Plan 
Councillor Dan Kinsey explained he had asked for this to be added to the agenda as he was aware there may be 
some funding available to the District Council and that Codsall and Kinver Parish Council’s had recently 
formulated their own Neighbourhood Plans, so thought it was worth exploring for Wombourne.  
 
It was RESOLVED the Clerk would make some enquiries into the process and talk to the Clerk’s at Codsall and 
Kinver about the work involved, why their Parish Council’s went down the route of having a plan and also if it 
was possible to see a copy of their plans.  
 
41/20 – Remembrance Sunday 
It was agreed to wait to see what the format of the event would be, but it is likely to just be Councillor Dan 
Kinsey attending as Chairman of the Parish Council.  
 
It was RESOLVED not to offer to put on refreshments following any services this year due to the current 
Government restrictions.  
 
42/20 – Q2 review of budgets 
Members had been given a copy of the Q2 budget comparison correct to 28.9.20 and agreed to review the 
budgets again at the end of Q3 in preparation for the 2021/2022 budget.  
 
43/20 – Exclusion of the Public and Press 
It was RESOLVED that under Section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 and the Public Bodies 
(Admission to meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting of the following items of 
business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information. 
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The meeting closed at 8.56pm.  
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Dated: ……………………………………………………………. 
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