
  

RW            25th February 2020 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES of the meeting of the FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE held in the Council Chamber on 
Monday 24th February 2020, commencing at 7.00p.m. 

 
  Present:   Councillors Miss M Roberts  …Vice – Chairman (Chaired the meeting) 
        M Davies 
        D Kinsey 
        J Pike 
        Miss D Tait  
        K Upton 
        R Williams 
          
        Mrs R Wright  … Clerk 
 
         
 
 

01/20 APOLOGIES 

  Apologies were received from Councillors Bond and Hinton.    
 
02/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST     

 Councillor Kinsey and Councillor Miss Roberts noted that they were members of Wombourne BKVC Committee. 
Councillor Miss Roberts also noted she was a member of Wombourne Carnival Committee.   

 
03/20 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 25th November 2019 

 108/19 – Mary Bond Award - Members agreed to carry this matter forward to the next meeting.   
  
04/20 POLICIES 
 
 Members having been given a copy of the Standing Orders, Complaints, Vexatious Complaints, Media and Press, 

Absence, Publication Scheme, Working at Height and Operation Bridge policies agreed unanimously to adopt the 
policies. The Clerk confirmed a copy of the Standing Orders would be issued to each Councillor and the other 
policies would be available in the Parish Council Office.  

 
05/20 ASSET REGISTER 2019/2020   
 

The Clerk explained the methodology of the asset register had been amended, since an exercise to review the 
asset register had been completed recently, the purchase price of some buildings had been found and therefore 
to ensure consistency the purchase price had been used to formulate the asset register. This meant taking the 
Civic Centre building from £3,178,224 to £125,250 and therefore a significant decrease in the amount published 
on the Annual Return. Members unanimously agreed to adopt this methodology.  

 
06/20 JOAN WILLIAMS AWARD 2019 
 

The Clerk reported the Joan Williams Award for 2019 had been publicised on the website and social media and 
13 nominations had been received so far, this was a significant increase on previous years. The closing date was 
2nd March 2020 and therefore the item would carry forward to next month’s meeting for the Committee to decide 
upon a winner.  

 
07/20 BEST DRESSED CHRISTMAS WINDOW 
 

The Clerk explained it had come to light that a trophy used to be presented to the winner, however, it was handed 
back to the Parish Council in December and hadn’t been updated since 2014.  
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Members agreed the current shied should be brought up to date and then going forward each year the winner 
should be presented with a small shield.  
 

08/20 PLANTERS 
 

Members were given a paper which the Gardener had prepared showing the work required on each of the 
planters in the village. He had estimated that to bring them back to a good standard it would take 60 hours work 
equating to £523.20. The Council had budgeted £2000 for planters in next year’s budget, so this would leave an 
ample amount to spend on paint and materials. Members agreed that the planters should be refurbished and 
work should be completed by the time the BKV judging starts.  

 

09/20 VE DAY 2020 
 

The Clerk explained the website and social media had been used to gauge the opinions of residents on what 
celebrations they would like to see. Ideas ranged from an old fashioned street party, a village party at the Cricket 
Club, shop window displays from local school children and an evening of live music in the Courtyard featuring war 
time songs from Wombourne School of Music.  
 
Members agreed it would be nice to see individuals in their own streets holding parties and the Cricket Club as a 
private members club may wish to hold something themselves, however, the Parish Council would not organise 
those events. They agreed the evening of live music in the Courtyard and the window displays would be a good 
idea and the finer details would be agreed at the next meeting. Councillor Pike informed Members the local 
churches should be deciding shortly if there were putting on special services and at that point it could be decided 
whether to put on refreshments at the Civic Centre following a service which Members may attend.  

 
10/20 TREE PLANTING 

 

An offer had been made from South Staffordshire Council for some trees to be planted across the district. 

Members agreed to accept the offer and to liaise with BKVC Committee regarding the whereabouts of the trees 

to be planted. 

11/20 REMOVAL OF TREE FROM MAYPOLE STREET 

The Clerk reported Staffordshire County Council’s Community Highway Engagement Officer had been in touch to 

ask if the Parish Council had any suggestions of where to re-plant a tree in replacement of the one removed 

around the cricket ground opposite Connolly and Co Solicitors. After some discussion, it was agreed the Parish 

Council would support a replacement being planted in the same place, however, it would have to be mature 

enough to withstand any possible disturbances in that location.  

12/20 WEED SPRAYING 

An offer for additional weed spraying had been put forward by South Staffordshire Council at a rate of £350 per 
day. The Council needed 10 Parish Council’s to sign up to the proposition to make it worthwhile, and so far 7 had 
signed up. Members wanted to know which other Parishes had signed up before considering the proposal.  

13/20 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 

 Members resolved the following resolution: 
 

That under Section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 and the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting of the following items of business on the grounds 
that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information. 

 
      
  
 
 

The meeting terminated at 8.05p.m. 


