
RW           4th February 2020 
 

WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES of the meeting of WOMBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber on Monday 3rd February 
2020, commencing at 7.35 p.m. 

 
  

Present:   Councillors D Kinsey … Chairman 
J Pike  … Vice-Chairman 
B Bond 
A Hinton 
Miss E Keeling 
V Merrick 
Mrs C McIlvenna 
A Peace 

       R Reade 
       Miss M Roberts 
       K Upton 
       R Williams 
 
       Mrs R Wright  … Clerk 

 5 members of the public and PCSO Louise Jones were present 
during public participation only  

 

09/20 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (7.15pm – 7.35pm – standing orders were suspended for 5 minutes to allow public 
participation to continue to 7.35pm) 

  
Update from PCSO Louise Jones  
PCSO Jones introduced herself as the Support Officer for Wombourne and Kinver and proceeded to give an 
overview of recent Crime in Wombourne. 
Vans being broken into with tools inside is the main target for vehicle crime currently.   
Unfortunately, the Travel Agents in the High Street were broken into and the thieves were able to get into the 
safe. 
Damage continues with a motor bike in the New Inn car park being very badly damaged two nights ago.  There was 
also a car damaged at Westbrook Way/Meadow Lane. 
In January there was a spate of incidents with windows being smashed in various properties over by Giggetty area.  
The incidents have now stopped.  
In relation to anti-social behaviour there continues to be the odd dispute between neighbours. In addition, motor 
bikes were racing again along the Railway path.  PCSO Jones encouraged everyone to ring 101 immediately if they 
encountered anyone on these bikes.  There have been a couple of youth related incidents at Bratch Hollow.  Also 6 
to 8 youths were messing around in the foyer to the Community Centre recently, 1 girl was identified and has been 
spoken to.  The others will be spoken with when it has been established who they are. 
PSCO Jones finished by mentioning the South Staffs Smart Alert and left information cards if anyone wasn’t 
currently signed up. 
Councillor Hinton asked if anyone had been caught in relation to a series of burglaries before Christmas.  PSCO 
Jones replied not that she was aware of, however CID are dealing with the burglaries. 
 
Resident from Bramber Drive 
The resident introduced himself by saying he had moved from Wall Heath to Wombourne 6 months ago.  On 

behalf of the older people in the Village who don’t have access to mobile apps or the internet he wished to 

complain about the lack of signage pointing out were bus stops were.  It was only on Saturday that he realised 

there was a bus stop outside the Chip Shop in Wombourne.  The resident went on to say signs were either missing 

or had been broken.  In comparison to other regions he felt the signage around Wombourne to be very poor.  In 

addition, the timetables displayed are very out of date with most being from 2016, when in fact the timetable 

changed again yesterday. 
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The Chairman responded that whilst not a matter over which the Parish Council had any jurisdiction, he would ask 
the Clerk to follow it up to see what could be done to improve the signage and update the timetables.  
 

Resident from The Broadway 
The resident introduced herself by saying she had come along for information and help.  She lives in the Blakeley 

area and shops there a lot.  She thought the Co-op is going to close soon and wanted to ask what would happen in 

relation to the Post Office.  The resident went on to say that she appreciated there is another Co-op at the top of 

Windmill Bank but given the steep hill is would be very difficult for a lot of people to get to it. 

Councillor Peace responded that although he lived near there and used both the Co-op and the Post Office, he was 

unaware of the situation as reported by the resident.  On a personal note he would be very keen to see the Post 

Office remain open but suspected there was little that could be done in relation to the Co-op as it will be a 

commercial decision if it is closed. 

The Chairman responded that whilst not a matter over which the Parish Council had any jurisdiction, he would ask 

the Clerk to follow up and report back to the resident. 

Resident from Rushwater Close 

The resident introduced himself and explained he wanted to talk about the massive drainage problem in 

Rushwater Close.  He brought along photo’s which were passed amongst Members. He explained that the drains 

have been blocked for 4 years and now a Willow Tree had also come down.  He explained he has been reporting 

the problems to Severn Trent and Highways over this 4-year period and in fact this year already he has made 3 

further requests for something to be done as it has got worse, the whole street is affected and no-one car park.  

He has reported the problems to Gavin Williamson and the County Councillor, but nothing had been done and he 

was concerned about his ability to sell his property with this issue remaining outstanding. 

Councillor Bond responded that he walked his dog past the affected area at least once a day and last spoke with 

Councillor Davies (County Councillor) about the situation 2 weeks ago.  Councillor Davies told him that something 

would be happening very soon to resolve the problem.   

Councillor Merrick supported Councillor Bond’s comments adding that everything was very well in hand. 

 
Vicky Bratt, Member of the Christmas Tree Committee and Chairman of Wombourne Carnival Committee 

Vicky wanted to thank the Parish Council for their support in relation to the Christmas Tree, she has had lots of 

positive feedback and comments from residents thanking her and the team for the welcome addition to the 

Christmas light switch on event and to the village over the festive period.  

Vicky announced that the theme for this year’s Carnival is ‘Roaring 20’s’ and she awaited confirmation from the 

Parish Council that the Carnival can use the Parish land again this year. 

10/20 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Davies, Mrs Davies and Miss Tait. 
 

11/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 There were no declarations of interest.      
 

12/20 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13th January 2020 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2020, were been circulated to all Members for consideration. 
    

RESOLVED: The minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 
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13/20 REPORTS FROM MEMBERS APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

 Best Kept Village 
Councillor Peace reported that the committee held their first meeting of 2020 on 15th January.  

Following the receipt of the feed back from the judges of the Best Kept Village competition, the organisers are 

looking to hold a meeting with participating villages to discuss the format of the competition.  

Regular litter pick sessions will continue on the second Fridays and last Saturdays in the month starting at 10.00am 

from the Civic Centre. The crisp packet recycling scheme has so far raised over £1100 so is well worthwhile.  

Plans for 2020 include the 75th anniversary of V.E. day, the group plan to have a red, white and blue colour scheme 
in the planters around the village.  
Addressing things picked up by the BKV judges such as Sytch Lane cemetery, the notice board on Windmill Bank, 
re-painting the maypole and getting more local businesses involved in supporting the scheme.   
The fund raising event of 29th February being organised by the cricket club is going ahead with tickets costing £3. 
 
Wombourne and District Community Association 
Councillor Peace reported that the committee met on 29 January 2020.  
The Committee discussed the tree that was taken out from around the Cricket Club opposite Connolly and Co 
Solicitors in Maypole Street. As having no tree there the Committee was of the opinion that consideration should 
be given to leave the area opposite the old Lloyds Bank building open in order to maintain the open site line for 
pedestrians and drivers and look to a replacement being put elsewhere, such as the green space at the bottom of 
Gravel Hill by the Wombrook.  
The Wombourne and District Community Association Facebook page should go live very soon. 
It was agreed that grants applied for from St Bernadettes primary school for musical instruments and the 
Dayspring group for free standing display boards be granted.  
Approval was also given as a one off that a grant of £175 from the income generated by hiring out of the Kurling 
set be made to Taylors greengrocers for the purchase of sleeping pods for the homeless.  
The organisation of the showcase evening in the Community Centre on the night of the Christmas lights switch on 
was considered to be much better than the previous year with people being able to move around much more 
easily. It is hoped to repeat the event this year. 
 

14/20 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 
    a) To approve and sign off the payments for January 2020 
              b) To approve and sign off the bank reconciliation for January 2020 
              c) To approve and sign off the petty cash for January 2020  
              d) To approve and sign off the payments made under delegated powers for January 2020. 
 
 RESOLVED: that the financial matters be approved by the Chairman and/or the Vice Chairman of the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee in accordance with the schedule distributed. 
 

15/20   CORRESPONDENCE 

 The following correspondence was brought to the attention of the Parish Council:- 

 a) Email from a resident – ‘Thank you for the approval for Wombourne to have a Christmas tree for 2019. It looked 
beautiful. We would very much like to see this every Christmas’. 

 
 b) Email from a resident – ‘We appreciated the Christmas tree in Wombourne and thought it was a lovely addition 

to the village. Thank you to all those involved’.  
 
 c) Handmade card from a resident and business owner – ‘I wanted to drop you a link to say well done. I’ve lived in 

Wombourne for 30 years and have been running a small business here for 20 years. I love living and working in such 
a beautiful place but this year, well actually last year was made very special with the addition of the Christmas tree 
to the light switch on event. The evening had a wonderful community spirit and listening to the children sing, the 
fireworks and then the beautiful tree made it so special. Well done to the team of fundraisers on Facebook I was 
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 happy to donate and will do so again if we can have a repeat last this year. People are all too quick to say what 

doesn’t get done (especially the keyboard warriors on Facebook etc). So well done team. I look forward to our next 
Christmas tree! Bringing smile and joy to Wombourne’.  

  
16/20 CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 

 a) The Chairman reported he had attended the BKV Committee meeting and subsequent tidy up around the village 
where he had collected leaves from around the village green. Along with Councillor Miss Tait, he had delivered a 
shield to the former Clerk, who was surprised and grateful for the gesture. He reported he had attended a meeting 
at Perton Parish Council about development in the green belt and had been interviewed by the Express and Star for 
a spotlight on Wombourne piece.   

 
 b) It was agreed the date of the next Full Council Meeting would be Monday 2nd March 2020. 
 
 c) It was agreed that the Committee meetings would be held on the following dates in February –  

  i) Planning and Development – Monday 10th February 2020 
  ii) Recreation and Amenities – Monday 17th February 2020 
  iii) Civic Centre Management – Monday 17th February 2020 
  iv) Finance and General Purposes – Monday 24th February 2020    

 
 
   
    
 The meeting terminated at 7.47 pm. 


